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A glittering celebration of queer families puts Pride gently in perspective—honoring those in the
LGBTQ+ community who fought against injustice and inequality.Pride’s . . . a day that means
“Together, we are strong!”This joyful picture-book homage to a day of community and inclusion—
and to the joys of anticipation—is also a comprehensive history. With bright, buoyant illustrations
and lyrical, age-appropriate rhyme modeled on “’Twas the Night Before Christmas,” it tackles
difficult content such as the Stonewall Riots and the AIDS marches. On the night before Pride,
families everywhere are preparing to partake. As one family packs snacks and makes signs, an
older sibling shares the importance of the march with the newest member of the family.
Reflecting on the day, the siblings agree that the best thing about Pride is getting to be yourself.
Debut author Joanna McClintick and Pura Belpré Award–winning author-illustrator Juana
Medina create a new classic that pays homage to the beauty of families of all compositions—
and of all-inclusive love.

Rainbows abound in Medina’s full-color digital illustrations, which incorporate historical
references and depict a wonderfully diverse cast. . . While there is no shortage of picture books
about Pride, this one may be the most inclusive and expansive yet. . . . An affirming and kid-
friendly history lesson.—Kirkus Reviews --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition
of this title.About the AuthorJoanna McClintick is a debut children's book author and a licensed
social worker at the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Community Center in Manhattan.
When she was dreaming about building her family, she wrote this poem to honor Pride's history
of resistance and imagined sharing it with her future child one day. It has become a tradition to
read it at their annual brunch the day before the Pride March with family and friends. Joanna
McClintick lives with her wife and child in Brooklyn.Juana Medina is the author-illustrator of
Juana & Lucas, which won the 2017 Pura Belpré Author Award; Juana & Lucas: Big Problemas;
Juana & Lucas: Muchos Changes; and many other titles and has illustrated numerous picture
books, including Smick! by Doreen Cronin and I’m a Baked Potato! by Elise Primavera. Born and
raised in Bogotá, Colombia, Juana Medina now lives with her family in the Washington DC area.
--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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To Pamela and Julianand to all the queer activists who came before us: your incrediblecourage
and strength have made so much more possibleJoanna McClintickTo Sally, Agustín, and
Julian,and for younger generations, who live with less fear and prejudicethanks to our brave,
proud, and unapologetic queer eldersJuana Medina FROM THE
AUTHORThank you so much to Katie Cunningham and the Candlewick team for all your wise
ideas and support.A huge thanks to Juana Medina, illustrator extraordinaire, who made ’Twas
exceed my wildest dreamsof what it could look like. Thank you to Clelia Gore, my literary agent,
who believed this could be a bookso long ago. Also, thanks to Natalia Guerrero, Gabe Cohen,
Maireni Soriano, Josh Terefe, Jean-RobertAndré, Alison Fairbrother, and Pamela Mendelsohn
for all your thoughtful feedback and guidance.And thanks to Orion and Alma, then toddlers, who
suggested my poem needed pictures. And to all themeticulous queer historians who helped
inform the text. FROM THE ILLUSTRATORThis book is the result of an
extraordinary team effort. All my gratitude to art director MaryellenHanley, editor Katie
Cunningham, and assistant editor Alexandra Robertson for your generousguidance and
dedication. Thank you to the author, Joanna McClintick, for trusting me to illustratethis book.
Also, to Jennifer Daniels, Karen Murph, Sharyn November, Jesse Hernandez, Hilary Price,and
Sally Keith, thank you for taking time to offer invaluable input.Visual references for this book
came from a myriad of sources, including the Library of Congress, theNational Archives, the
National Museum of American History, the New-York Historical Society, theGLBT Historical
Society, the Harvard Art Museums, the Christopher Park Alliance, the NYC LGBTHistoric Sites
Project, and the New York Public Library.Text copyright © 2022 by Joanna McClintick.
Illustrations copyright © 2022 by Juana Medina. All rights reserved. No part of thisbook may be
reproduced, transmitted, or stored in an information retrieval system in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic,or mechanical, including photocopying, taping, and recording,
without prior written permission from the publisher. First electronicedition 2022. Library of
Congress Catalog Card Number 2021947119. The illustrations were created
digitally.Candlewick Press, 99 Dover Street, Somerville, Massachusetts 02144.
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director MaryellenHanley, editor Katie Cunningham, and assistant editor Alexandra Robertson
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trusting me to illustratethis book. Also, to Jennifer Daniels, Karen Murph, Sharyn November,
Jesse Hernandez, Hilary Price,and Sally Keith, thank you for taking time to offer invaluable
input.Visual references for this book came from a myriad of sources, including the Library of
Congress, theNational Archives, the National Museum of American History, the New-York
Historical Society, theGLBT Historical Society, the Harvard Art Museums, the Christopher Park
Alliance, the NYC LGBTHistoric Sites Project, and the New York Public Library.Text copyright ©
2022 by Joanna McClintick. Illustrations copyright © 2022 by Juana Medina. All rights reserved.
No part of thisbook may be reproduced, transmitted, or stored in an information retrieval system
in any form or by any means, graphic, electronic,or mechanical, including photocopying, taping,
and recording, without prior written permission from the publisher. First electronicedition 2022.
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 2021947119. The illustrations were created
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’Twas the night before Pride,a warm evening in June.All the people got readywith the rise of the
moon.’Twas the night before Pride,a warm evening in June.All the people got readywith the rise
of the moon.

The drag queens all brushedtheir wigs with great care,and the bikers checked their tiresto make
sure they had air.All across the city, people’s outfits were plannedand instruments polished for
the queer marching band!The drag queens all brushedtheir wigs with great care,and the bikers
checked their tiresto make sure they had air.All across the city, people’s outfits were plannedand
instruments polished for the queer marching band!

My mom told us all, “We should go to bed early!”She’s that kind of mom who’s more boyish than
girly.While Mama finished packing our snacks in a bag,Sammy started chewing on the edge of
our flag.My mom told us all, “We should go to bed early!”She’s that kind of mom who’s more
boyish than girly.While Mama finished packing our snacks in a bag,Sammy started chewing on
the edge of our flag.

As I finished my sign, which I laid on the floor,I remembered the Prides I’d been to before.All day
we will walk in the streets up and down.Pride’s one of the best celebrations around.As I finished
my sign, which I laid on the floor,I remembered the Prides I’d been to before.All day we will walk
in the streets up and down.Pride’s one of the best celebrations around.

twas the night before pride, twas the night before pride read aloud
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dw, “Uplifting Story, Cleverly Told. What a lovely book. It is a great way to let children know that
families come in all shapes and sizes. Beautifully written and illustrated and I really love how it
explains the history of Pride. I feel like this book in its own small way can help make the world a
better place.  Cannot wait to read with my grandkids.”

Jacqueline Crowley, “Beautifully written and illustrated. My almost 3 year old daughter and I love
this book! It's educational and fun. Great for kids of all ages!”

The book by Juana Medina has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 4 people have provided feedback.
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